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Calvin Gray, solcii~r of ~ortune, who has been dis-honorn.bly dlsch".rged from
tne arm,v because e,f the machinatiC'n of So superior offic~r, Henry ,Nelson, located
thE letter .conducting n pr:v<>.te ban~ in Ranger, TEoxas during th~ recent oil boom.
iVith but three cents in his pock.;t and g,rmed with hut a colossal nerve, Gray de
cla.res a financinl' war upon 1'.is enemy. H13 takes advantn.ge of an opp(.rtuni ty- to
d~liver and cons~ate a s~le of valu~bl. j~wels to tho Bri~kow f~ily, Texas
nusters, who hav~ just struck oil in enpr~us qu .ntities. Heedless of warnings
of bandits Gr3.~· roc.kdZ tb: trip, sells many tho'\:.s:l.nd dol1n.rs worth of dbmonds to i:.

th(; f:lmily nd is attr(;l.ct::; by t:'..e da:ught.:n- Allegheny, an vver-grCJWl'l ignorant and
a kward girl. In f3.ct» a llivtu~l ~ttraction springs up between Gra.y :lnd the entire
f~ffiily, wr.o worship him bac~us pf his kindness.

Returning :t.a is wayl4l.id. but <i~f~3.ts t:l() holdup men by use of a.n anmonia gun
loaded with te:lr B~s and turns th~m uver to tb£ authori~ie , tl.us incre:lsing his
local porul~rity.

Barba.r P~.rkcr, petj. to d':l.ugl..t(;r of the 01 S1: ariff, rt::turns from an ea.stern
scLool to find thu.t 1.I.:'lr f::l.tl'er h:.l.s been ne-:-.rly stn.rvir.g to keep her in school.
She imrr~di3.tely decl~res herself Lis p3.rtner in t~e ren.~ estate and oil brokerage L
b\lsines... She meetB' Gr:l.~' ~ t..e imaginE:s himself deeply in love with her, giving
~er the bulk of his broker~gu business. Henr,y Nelson, the bamker, has long been
iufactua.ted with th~ girl. Gr.•y tckes a. fatherly interest in tl G Briskowq , super
llltending the sp~nding of ~heir money, assisting them i1 buying proper c1oth~s,

etc. Po. Briskow in ilis gr.l.titudi:l placo::ls his f rtune a.t Gr'A.yt s dispos:lI to use in
his battle with NE.lson.

This fi&~t hn.~ cent3red in oil. Nels~n is buying lenses ~d g~bling with tr9
t~e bank's funds. Gruy, by cur~ingly laid pl~ns ~d fr nzied drilling, forc&s
N"lson in'liO Eo Cumtor near the end of 1'.1s re~~urco:ls. The final blow comes w1:an
Gr~.y, Briskow .:..nd Buddy walk in to take possession of tl.~ b~, haVing secretly
b~ught th~ c'ntrolling stock. W~anwhile·theboy, Buddy Briskow, victim:of too much
'f -'l!ey, has gene d ld ~nd fulls in love with an a.dventuress knovm IJ.S lithe suicide
hi.c.nde" and is ~b,,\:t to m:1.rry t.er. Grnyls a.rgumcmta havo no effect and he decidr.~

t .•at he must thria1th U.e boy to awaken him. A big fight takes pll\Ce in which Buci.d.y
is badJy beaten. Grl\Y nurses him back tc cohsciousness and introduces him tv the
sevente~n year uld son of "the suicid~ blvnde". This curos h;m.

Gr3.y, Buddy :.nd A11:i.~ a.rt) :lot the old Brisy.o 1{ r:mch exy€cting t£.e blow:i.ng in
of another gusher. Gr y is in,iured in tr.e resul t ...nt axc';' t~r.lent :md Buddy rid~s

through storm for:l octor~ Tre valley is f1oc.d..:d by ? cluud·-burst ~nd oil f:oom
the gusher mixes with the w:>.ter. Oil d~rricks :re d.='.l~ - ty lightning ~ tr.~

fire spreads to the flood ':l.bout tl.e hO'.1.se, W",l.C.t.. is s:..un S'I&pt from its foun-
d tion into the swirling, blaZing w~t~r. Alli~ ~~d Gr~y :lro driv-n to tte roof
of thohouse from wr.ich they :lre dV&~1.liu:l.] ly fo rCf'd tr· lu~p int. the raging flames
below· nd A:i.J.io s ...VElS G.£'ny of~er super-human e.·:fe,rts end SlltctE'.cul~I' h~roism.

Gr:lY t.· s fCI'ced 0. cc:nfess50n from Nelson of 11i5 perfidy in tl.e ;J.rr1Y ::.nd re-
. J.i zas that ?ft"r l.ll hl3 loves /;llegr.eny Briskow, Wr.o h::.s blossom,,,d int;.> a. be3.ut,,·

..fIlJ., cuI turad WCJm~m u.nd not lfarbo.ra T'l~rker a.s 1"e r.:ld supposed. Moa.'1wt..l.1e Butldy
a d 139,"rb::l.T~ have joinad hands ~d received the p3.rent~l blessing.
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